11TH. GRADE SUMMER READING


BY MITCH ALBUM
The students are responsible for locating a copy of the novel, ($12.95 at Border’s Bookstore), reading it, and completing the assignment that is explained below. The completed assignment and novel should be brought to the first English class of the school year. Anything handed in late will receive half credit. The novel will be the basis for discussion and writing activities. Failure to read the novel and complete the assignment will place the student at a disadvantage for the first quarter. Students’ participation in class discussion is expected.
Directions:

                   After reading the novel, complete the assignments listed below. All essays must be 1-2 pages typed, using 12-font (Times New Roman) and double-spaced! Each assignment is worth 25 points. (100 points total)
1. Write a well-developed essay on the SETTING (time and place) of the novel. Describe the time, places, and mood of the story as the main characters move from chapter to chapter. How does the setting affect the characters?

2. Write a well-developed essay on CHARACTER. Choose one of the main characters in the novel and explain the following in your essay: physical traits, speech, thoughts, actions, interactions with other characters, history/background. Select a major conflict in the novel and describe its effect on the character.

3. Using a Venn Diagram, compare and contrast the similarities and differences between Morrie and Mitch. Explain your chart (1-2 paragraphs)

4. In the novel, the chapters are named instead of being numbered. For example, the first chapter (section) is called “The Curriculum.” Select three sections. Find a meaningful quote from each section. Reflect on each quote. Make sure the section, direct quote, and page number are included at the beginning of each section. For example, Section: The Curriculum “Accept what you are able to do and what you are not able to do.” (p.18)
Have a great summer!      We are SV!

