The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian
By Alexie Sherman

9th Grade Honors Summer Reading


The students are responsible for locating a copy of the novel, reading it, and completing the assignment that is explained below.  The completed assignment and novel should be brought to your first English class of the year.  Anything handed in on the second day will receive half credit.  Summer Reading assignments will not be accepted after the second day back without a doctor’s excuse.  The novel will be the basis for discussion and various activities.  Failure to read the novel and complete the assignment will place the student at a disadvantage for the first quarter.  Students are expected to take part in classroom discussions of the novel.
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian  By Alexie Sherman Talented Arnold Spirit leaves the reservation school to go to an academically superior one located many miles away. How he copes with this change, both at school and on the reservation, is realistic, thought provoking, and laugh-out-loud funny. This novel won the National Book Award Young People’s Literature 2007and the Book Sense Book of the Year in 2008.

DIRECTIONS:


After reading the novel, complete these five assignments.  All essays must be 1-2 pages typed, using 12-font, and double-spaced.  Each assignment is worth 20 points.  (100 points total.)

 

1. Write a well-developed essay on the SETTING (time and place) of the novel.  Describe the time, place, and mood of the story.  How does the setting affect the characters? Would the plot or characters be affected if this novel took place in a different setting?

2. Draw a PLOT-LINE DIAGRAM, graphing the most important events in the story.  Include introduction/exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and conclusion/resolution.  Here is an example of what a plot-line diagram looks like:

3. Write a well-developed essay on CHARACTER.  Choose one of the main characters in the novel and explain the following in your essay: physical traits, speech, thought, actions, interactions with other characters, history/background.  You should also choose one major conflict in the novel and its effect on the character. 

4. Write a well-developed essay on THEME (central message of the story).  Choose one or several themes and explain what the author was trying to get across to the reader. Use examples from the novel to support your response.  
5. Write a well-developed essay on the connections between the novel and your real life.  Connect the reading to your life, events at school or in your neighborhood, and other people and problems.  What did you learn from reading this novel?
Have a great summer!!!!

