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COURSE OVERVIEW

This course is designed to guide, challenge, and entertain serious students in the art of language, primarily nonfiction. Students learn to read critically and to evaluate writing even as they respond literally and personally to what they read. Students of this course are carefully guided to become clear and effective writers of expository, analytical, and argumentative prose. Each student prepares to excel in the A.P. English Language and Composition exam in May.

The first quarter introduces fundamental concepts (for example: specific reading skills; their applications; literary terms and figures of speech- rhetorical figures and tropes- their identification), immersion in reading of expository writings, beginning practice of analysis skills, and students’ informal writing and initial prompted essays. Each student develops a much greater and “purposeful” vocabulary. Revision in writing is limited to a specific writing device, element, or convention* each week practiced in the student Writing Process section of student “binders” and based on student writer judgment, peer and teacher feedback on initial informal journal writing and prompted essays. Development of productive attitudes, reading, thinking, and writing habits for the year begin in Quarter 1.

During the second quarter, each student develops reading, speaking, and writing skills in argumentation: better or new understanding of “thesis or claim, tone and purpose, audience and occasion, evidence, assumptions or warrants,” inductive and deductive reasoning (avoidance of fallacious reasoning), appeals to logos, ethos, and pathos, rhetorical and stylistic choices. Some time is devoted to the argument implicit in short story, poetry, and drama, along with identification of traditional literary elements in fiction. Students begin steps in the researched argumentation essay.

In the third quarter, each student: continues to read extensively; draft, revise and refine her/his own expository, analysis, and argumentative essays; continues steps in the researched argumentative essay (using multiple sources, MLA citations and Work Cited page), and practices, incrementally, released reading passages and multiple choice questions, writing processes, and time constraints of the A.P. exam.

Fourth quarter permits final test strategy reminders for the A.P. exam and the exam itself. Students complete writing projects in process. The year concludes with the study of a required play and/or additional readings of extraordinary passages written by highly effective writers.

*”Specific writing device, element, or convention” includes all those listed in the Collage Board A.P. English Course Description.  

    For example:                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

                            subject-verb agreement    

                            absolute, appositive, gerund, infinitive, and participial phrases

                            effective diction (extensive vocabulary used appropriately and effectively)                                                                                                  

