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Understandings:
What will students understand (about what big ideas) as a result of the unit?  Students will understand that:
· Literature provides a mirror to help us understand ourselves and others.
· Writing is a form of communication across the ages.
· Literature reflects the human condition.
· Literature deals with the universal themes, i.e., man vs. man, man vs. nature, man vs. himself, and man vs. God.






Essential Questions:
What arguable, recurring, and thought-provoking questions will guide inquiry and point toward the big ideas of the unit?
· How does literature help us understand ourselves and others?
· How has writing become a communication tool throughout the ages?
· How does literature reflect the human condition?
· How does literature express universal themes?
Course Overview:
· Genre Based with historical significance, connections to other works 
· One year of four nine week grading periods
· Writing responses and comparisons of 2-3 papers 3-6 pages each (rhetorical and/or literary analysis)
· Variety of short answer essays, quizzes, tests, and discussions.
· Students will take the AP exam








The Teacher Will:
· Provide instruction and feedback
· Provide direction and structure to the course
· Practice of AP Exams
· Expose students to a variety of works within a genre
· Include study of history, culture and society 
The Students Will: 
· Write using lessons on voice (include literary devices), extended analysis and revise
· Extend vocabulary
· Evaluate, and make judgments about a work’s artistry, quality, and social and cultural value
· Connect history to the work
· Connect one piece to another within a historical period
Course Goals:
· To carefully read and critically analyze important and influential pieces of literature with of England and America.
· To understand the way writers use language to provide meaning and pleasure
· To consider a work’s style (such as but not limited to imagery, symbolism, tone, voice, figurative language, connotation, irony, syntax), structure,  and themes
· To study representative works from various genres and periods
· To understand a work’s complexity, absorb richness of meaning; analyze how meaning is embodied in literary form
· To consider the social and historic values a work reflects 
· To write focusing on critical analysis of literature including expository, analytical, argumentative essays 
· Understand writers’ accomplishments and appreciation of literary artistry
Required Texts and Materials:
· Booth, Allison, et al.  The Norton Introduction to Literature, Ninth Edition.  2007.
· Sebraned, Patrick, et al.  Writers Inc.: A Student Handbook for Writing and Learning. 2001.
· Hjortshoj, Keith.  The Transition to College Writing.  2001.
· Greiner, Angelia C., and Skip Nicholson.  Fast Track to a 5: Preparing for the AP English Literature and Composition Examination.  2010.
· Novels: The Awakening, The Jungle, The Good Earth, Tale of Two Cities, The Lord of the Flies, Life of Pi

Performance Tasks:
· Timed essays based upon past AP prompts
· Essay questions as required of college-level writers
· Reading/responding/analyzing novels, dramas, fiction, non-fiction, and poetry
· Literary analysis papers
· Personal essay with connections to literature
· Graphic organizers, double-entry journals, paragraph responses with direct textual evidence, questions
· Write an interpretation of a piece of literature based on style, structure, and themes 

Reading and Writing Schedule:
Unit I: Epic Poetry
· from Beowulf
· the Iliad (excerpts)
· from The Canterbury Tales
· Sir Gawain and the Green Knight
· Rime of the Ancient Mariner 

Unit II: The Novel
· The Jungle by Upton Sinclair
· The Good Earth by Pearl S. Buck
· A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens 
· The Awakening by Kate Chopin
· The Lord of the Flies by
· Life of Pi by Yan Martel


Unit III:  The Short Story
· “The Metamorphosis” by Franz Kafka
· “Bartleby the Scrivener” by Herman Melville
· “A Good Man is Hard to Find” by Flannery O’Connor
· “Young Good Man Brown” by Nathaniel Hawthorn 

Unit IV:  The Shakespearean Drama: Tragedy 
· Macbeth
· The Tragedy of Hamlet, Prince of Denmark

Unit V:  Poetry and Rhyme Scheme (with special attention to literary devices)
· Sonnets
· Shakespeare, Keats, Whitman, Wordsworth, Langston Hughes, Frost, Milton, Dickenson, Shelley, Donne, Elliot 

Unit VI:  Satire
· Gulliver’s Travels

Unit VIII:  Preparation
· Practice AP Exams
· Essay re-writes
· Blind Scoring
· Timed essays 
· Portfolio




